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SOUTHERN U.S.

 Home to more than 100 ant species

 2010 NPMA survey identified ants as the # 1 
nuisance pest in the US!

 Poses a huge pest problem for many states in the 
South.



HOW DO YOU PERFORM ANT TREATMENTS???



IS THE FIRST IMPULSE TO …

Hose it  down?



IF  THAT DOESN’T WORK…



SOONER  OR  LATER…THE  PHONE STOPS 
RINGING – DID I KILL THEM?



ANTS ARE NOT ALL  BAD…

 Scavengers
 Predators
 Biological recyclers
 Food for other animals

 Id them first!
 Pavement ant >>>

Joseph Berger, , Bugwood.org



ARGENTINE ANTS

 Uniformly dull brown 

 Petiole with 1 single node 

 Thorax uneven in shape when 
viewed from side 

 Musty odor emitted when 
crushed 

 Nests are commonly found in 
moist areas next to houses or 
beneath baseboards.

Natasha Wright, Cook's Pest Control, Bugwood.org

Eli Sarnat, , Bugwood.org



ARGENTINE ANT DISTRIBUTION-



ARGENTINE ANTS

 Main nuisance ant

 Large colonies – covering multiple landscapes 
with thousands of ants

 Long visible trails

 Nest outdoors in summer but may move inside 
in winter

 Forage in trees, homes, etc. for food (sweet) 
and water

Joseph Berger, , Bugwood.org



HOW & WHY ARE ANTS GETTING IN?

 Limit eating places

 Seal & discard the trash

 Where is the trash or 
dumpster

 Rinse recyclables

 Control water!

 Seal and treat entry points



ARGENTINE ANTS MAKE THEIR HOMES …

 in the ground

 in cracks in concrete walls

 in spaces between boards and timbers

 in personal belonging in structures

 in loose leaf litter or beneath small stones, due to 
their poor ability to dig deeper nests. 

 in abandoned nests of other ant colonies

 Moisture, protection, close to food!



ARGENTINES  ARE POLITE TO ONE OTHER-

They have been extraordinarily successful 
because different nests of the introduced 

Argentine ants seldom attack or compete with 
each other, unlike most other species of ant-

individuals mix freely among physically 
separated nests-

Supercolonies



THESE  GUYS ARE STUBBORN…

 Enter structures in search of food or water 
during dry or hot weather or to escape flooded 
nests during periods of heavy rainfall

 Argentine ant colonies usually have as many as 
8 reproductive queens for every 1,000 workers

 Eliminating a single queen does not stop the 
colony's ability to breed. When they invade a 
kitchen, it is not uncommon to see two or three 
queens foraging along with the workers!



GETTING BY WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM MY FRIENDS…

 Communication in the 
ants is based on chemical 
signals (pheromones)

 Finds food – leaves 
chemical trail back to 
colony

 Soups on – Come and Get 
it!

Joseph LaForest, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org



How would you 
control argentine  

ants?



BAITING ARGENTINE  ANTS

 Use baits where they forage

 Liquid and dry baits

 Inside and outside!

 Inside – clean up chemical 
trails

 Outside – reduce moisture 
and nesting areas

 Barrier spray (non-repellant) 
if other things do not work

Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, Bugwood.org



CARPENTER ANTS

David Cappaert, , Bugwood.org



CARPENTER ANTS

 Carpenter ants are huge…

 They prefer dead, damp wood to build nests

 Unlike termites, they do not eat wood

 The most likely species to be infesting a house 
is the black carpenter ant



CARPENTER ANTS ATTACK MOIST WOOD!

 Look around and under 
windows, roof eaves, 
decks and porches

 Fix leaks!

 Watch for sawdust

 Galleries are smooth & 
clean - unlike termites

Daniel H. Brown, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org



CARPENTER ANTS
 Apply insecticides in dusts and liquids in colonies 

(inside/outside) or on trails (often outside).

 Inject dusts into galleries and voids where the 
carpenter ants are living.

 Apply liquids and baits in areas where foraging ants 
are pick the material up and spread the product to 
the colony upon returning

 Bait inside and outside at the same time!

 Seal holes!



THIS IS PRETTY COOL…

 Clicking or rustling sounds can sometimes be 
heard coming from carpenter ant nests. 

 If you identify a potential nest site, try tapping 
against it with a screwdriver. You may hear a 
response -- the clicking of alarmed ants.





FIRE ANT BIOLOGY

 Mating flights soon after a rain – high humidity

 About 45 days until they can feed themselves

 6 months to visible mound

 Forage at 70–95 degrees to 100 yards from nest

 Feed each other (trophallaxis)

USDA APHIS PPQ -
Imported Fire Ant 
Station , Bugwood.org



1. FIRE ANT CONTROL – 2 STEP METHOD

 Broadcast a fire ant bait
 Provides 85-95% control

 Takes 1 – 5 weeks for full control

 Individually treat remaining 
mounds
 Liquid drench

 Acephate powder

 Repeat in six months

 All controls work best 

in fall!

USDA APHIS PPQ -
Imported Fire Ant 
Station , Bugwood.org



BAITS

 Baits contain an insecticide on an edible carrier 
with an attractant added

 Use fresh baits

 Do not store baits with gasoline, pesticides or 
apply when smoking

 Apply when ants are foraging (70-95 degrees F)

 You can leave room between swaths!

 Do not water in baits - Read and follow the label!

USDA APHIS PPQ -
Imported Fire Ant 
Station , Bugwood.org



2 – BROADCAST CONTACT INSECTICIDE 
TREATMENT

 Broadcast an insecticide over the area

 Pyrethroids act quickly but have little 
residual

 Fipronil lasts the longest – even longer 
than most baits

 More pesticide used – better residual



ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES

Contact Advantages Disadvantages
Faster acting Shorter time of control – except Fipronil
Residual action No residual action
90% control of ants Expense & Uses more chemical

May take more applications to kill mound

Bait Advantages Disadvantages
Less pesticide used Slow acting
Less expense No residual action
Longer lasting – 6 months 
(one exception)

Can be hard to spread – low use rates 1-
1.5 #/A = 30 grains/sq ft

90% control of mounds



3 –INDIVIDUAL MOUND TREATMENT

 Fast and effective – for that mound!

 Do not disturb mound before treating

 1 - 2 gallons liquid per mound

 Insecticide granules or Acephate dust 
scattered on top of mound

 Not all mounds are visible so not all are 
treated!

 Not very effective for long term control over an 
area!



THE GROUND IS NOT THE ONLY PLACE TO FIND 
FIRE ANT COLONIES. 

 Rotting logs, at the base of trees, or hidden under paved 
areas. 

 At times so much soil has been removed by the ants from 
underneath roads that the roads actually form sink holes.

 Under debris on roofs or in electrical receptacles or 
boxes. 

 They have an attraction to electrical impulses and like to 
live among wires, eating away at insulation and wire 
coverings.



WATCH FOR 
OTHER 
HAZARDS!

Jake Farnum, Bugwood.org



ACROBAT ANTS

Acrobat ants get their name from 
their habit of raising their 
abdomens up in the air when 
they are threatened or disturbed, 
making them look like they're 
doing handstands.

Create frass outside of nest 
containing chewed material, 
insect parts, insulation, etc.

Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, Bugwood.org



ACROBAT ANTS

 Often nest inside wall voids or other 
areas that are kept moist by leaky 
pipes or condensation.

 Correcting moisture problems is 
especially important to effective 
control.

 Baits followed by sprays if needed.

Jessica Louque, Smithers Viscient, Bugwood.org



ODOROUS HOUSE ANTS 

 All black – same size 1/8 “

 Omnivorous - feeding on 
sweets as well as dead 
animals and insects. 

 They're named for the 
unpleasant smell they emit 
when crushed, which many 
people say smells like rotten 
coconut (suntan lotion)

Joseph Berger, Bugwood.org



ODOROUS HOUSE ANTS

 will nest inside, especially in structural voids 
in warm, damp areas.

 locating the nesting area and correcting 
conducive conditions are important for 
effective control of odorous house ants.

Sound familiar?



TAWNY CRAZY ANTS

 named for their erratic, rapid movements-

 grayish black in color, with long, coarse hairs 
covering most of their bodies-

 they'll also nest indoors in warm, damp areas 
such as wall voids in kitchens and bathrooms-





TAWNY CRAZY ANTS

 Entire crazy ant colonies have been known to up 
and move when conditions become unfavorable, 
which complicates their control. 

 Massive colonies may cover a neighborhood. Only 
in south Georgia so far!

 A combination of habitat modification, exclusion, 
and the judicious use of insecticides is usually 
needed for effective crazy ant control.  JUST PLAIN 
STUBBORN!



TAWNY CRAZY ANTS Fudd Graham, Auburn University, Bugwood.org



LITTLE BLACK ANTS

 Omnivorous and will eat meat, sweets, vegetables, 
fruits, or pretty much any other food they come 
across.

 When nesting indoors: usually in small gaps 
between wooden construction elements, behind 
woodwork, under carpets, or in gaps in masonry-

 Keeping a home meticulously clean and free of 
food scraps is vital to effective little black ant 
control.



BOTTOM LINE STUFF-

Ant control obviously depends on understanding 
what kind of ant you are dealing with…

If you don’t know, you might begin to blame the 
product you are using…

How’s your ant bait working these days?



ONE MORE THING…

When using baits indoors…

Ask the customer if they are using bug spray 
between your bait treatments….

If so, are they contaminating your bait?

The ants aren’t going to eat it!


